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   January 23, 2026   _____-_____ 

OFFERED BY: PRESIDENT SOMMERVILLE, VICE PRESIDENT FUSCO, PRESIDENT PRO TEM 

McKITRICK 

RESOLUTION NO. ___-2026 supporting the partnership between the City of Akron and Unify 

Akron to identify solutions to the housing affordability crisis in Akron; and declaring an emergency.  

WHEREAS, it is necessary to express legislative support for the partnership between the City of 

Akron and Unify Akron to create the Akron Civic Assembly on Housing (the “Assembly”), as outlined in 

the Memorandum of Understanding between the parties dated January 5, 2026 and attached to this 

Resolution as Exhibit A (which is made a part of this Resolution and referred to as “MOU”); and 

WHEREAS, City Council supports the efforts of Unify Akron, a division of Unify America, to 

work with community leaders, residents, and organizational partners to organize and fund the Assembly 

established to find housing solutions for the Akron community; and 

WHEREAS, City Council also will complement the City Administration’s efforts to support the 

Assembly in a spirit of openness and collaboration, giving serious and thoughtful consideration to the 

Assembly's recommendations and working transparently to implement whatever recommendations that 

require legislative action; and  

WHEREAS, City Council will establish whatever necessary and complementary cooperative 

framework or frameworks that must exist between it and Unify Akron; and 

WHEREAS, if necessary, such framework or frameworks will  reflect Council and Unify Akron’s 

shared commitment to collaboration, accountability, and meaningful action.  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Akron: 

Section 1.  That the Council of the City of Akron supports the partnership between the City of 

Akron and Unify Akron to identify solutions to the housing crisis in Akron as expressed in the attached 

MOU and pledges to work with the parties to solve the Akron affordable housing crisis. 

Section 2. This Council finds and determines that all formal actions of this Council relating to the 

adoption of this Resolution were taken in an open meeting of this Council and that all deliberations of this 

Council, and of any of its committees that resulted in those formal actions, were in meetings open to the 

public in compliance with the law. 

Section 3. This resolution is declared to be an emergency measure necessary for the immediate 

preservation of the public peace, health and safety of the City, and for the further reason that the immediate 

effectiveness of this resolution is required to quickly stand up the Assembly, which is necessary to address 

the immediate housing crisis affecting Akron residents, and provided this resolution receives the 

affirmative vote of three-fourths of the members elected or appointed to Council, it shall take effect and 

be in force immediately upon its adoption and approval by the Mayor; otherwise, it shall take effect and 

be in full force at the earliest period allowed by law. 
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Passed ___________________________________, 2026 

Clerk of Council President of Council 

Approved ____________________________, 2026 

MAYOR 
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Memorandum of Understanding 
Between The City of Akron and Unify America 

Date: January 5, 2026 

This Memorandum of Understanding ("MOU") establishes a framework of cooperation between 
The City of Akron ("City") and Unify Akron ("Unify Akron"), an ambitious local initiative created 
by scores of local Akron leaders and organizations in partnership with the non-profit 
organization Unify America. Though not legally binding, this MOU provides guidance and an 
outline as to the intent of Unify Akron and City as they interact with each other in accomplishing 
the work described below. 

After a deliberative review of potential topics surfaced from hundreds of community listening 
sessions, City and Unify Akron have jointly chosen housing to be the topic for the first 
assembly. 

Background 

The partnership this document seeks to initiate is founded on a belief that the government of the 
People works best when the People and their governing leaders see one another not as 
adversaries, but as partners in shaping a shared future. Civic Assemblies embody that belief. 
The Akron Civic Assembly on Housing will bring together a truly representative, randomly 
selected body of residents to learn together, listen to each other, and, with integrity and respect, 
deliberate potential solutions to Akron 's housing challenges. 

This partnership seeks to renew the promise at the heart of self-government: that the well­
informed wisdom and goodwill of the People, met by a government willing to listen, engage, and 
act, will lead to enduring progress, a better Akron, and a more perfect union. 

Roles and Responsibilities 

Unify Akron will work with community leaders, residents , and organizational partners to organize 
and fund the Assembly, and City will support the Assembly in a spirit of openness and 
collaboration, giving serious and thoughtful consideration to the Assembly's recommendations 
and working transparently to implement those the City adopts. 

Specifically: 

Unify Akron intends to: 

• Raise and provide the funds necessary to run all phases of the Assembly process. 

• Design , recruit for, and coordinate the entire Assembly process, from preparation to the 
running of the Assembly itself to follow-through activities . 



• Manage the selection by lottery of resident delegates to the Assembly through a process 
ensuring demographic and geographic representativeness. 

• Provide administrative, logistical, and communications support throughout the Assembly 
process. 

• Convene at least four large-scale events connected to the Assembly during calendar 
years 2026 through 2027. These events will be open to all Akron residents and should 
include: 

o The Opening Ceremony. 
■ (Spring 2026) 

o The Presentation of the Assembly's Recommendations to City. 
■ (Summer 2026) 

o The City's Response to the Recommendations. 
■ (Fall 2026) 

o The City's First Progress Update on the Implementation of the 
Recommendations (if any of the recommendations are accepted by City) 

■ (Winter 2026-2027) 

• Have its senior leaders, along with all other parties to the Assembly, sign a pledge at the 
Opening Ceremony, making certain commitments in keeping with its roles and 
responsibilities (described herein) and establishing a high standard of integrity. 

• Produce a written document laying out the Assembly's recommendations and the 
rationale behind them. 

• Provide a delegation of representative residents familiar with the Assembly's 
deliberations with whom City can consult during the period it considers the Assembly's 
recommendations, and during the period of implementation (if any). 

• Produce a final written report detailing the people, processes, history, and outcomes of 
the Assembly to be delivered to City, which will then become permanent public record. 

The City intends to: 

• Facilitate access to, upon reasonable notice and subject to the City's operational needs, 
relevant public data, policy documents, and appropriate City officials. 

• Participate in public communication activities in support of the Assembly's legitimacy and 
independence, including press conference participation, social media sharing, and other 
outreach tactics, as deemed appropriate by City. 

• Have officials and senior leaders participate in the Assembly's large-scale public events. 

• Have Mayor Shammas Malik, along with other parties to the Assembly, sign a pledge at 
the Opening Ceremony, making certain commitments in keeping with its roles and 



responsibilities (described herein) and establishing a high standard of integrity. 

• Issue a formal, public response accepting, partially accepting , or rejecting each 
Assembly recommendation provided at the Fall 2026 event. 

• Consult representative citizens familiar with the Assembly's recommendations, from time 
to time, as City considers the Assembly's recommendations and during the process of 
implementation. 

• Implement City-accepted Assembly recommendations - in whole or in part - through 
changes to law, policy, regulation, administrative practice, programs, or budget priorities, 
in a reasonable timeframe and transparent manner. 

• Provide public updates and written progress reports on the topic of Housing in Akron, no 
less than every six months for 24 months following the City's First Progress Update on 
the Implementation of the Recommendations (Winter 2026-2027) 

Principles of Independence and Integrity 

It is critical that the Assembly process is unaffected by political interference or even the 
appearance of it. City, therefore, recognizes and affirms the independence of Unify Akron and 
its community partners in designing and delivering the Assembly. City shall not interfere in the 
process of delegate selection, facilitation, or deliberative proceedings. Unify Akron, in 
partnership with its community partners, shall have sole discretion over the Assembly's process 
and operations, subject only to the intent as expressed in this MOU. Both Unify Akron and City 
explicitly acknowledge and affirm that nothing in this MOU is intended to create any type of 
principal/agent relationship between the parties and that neither Unify Akron, nor the Assembly, 
shall constitute a public board, commission, or committee of City, as contemplated under Ohio 
law. 

Legal Status 

This MOU is a non-binding statement of intent and does not create enforceable legal or financial 
obligations. Any binding agreements shall be set forth in separate written contracts. 

Signatories 

Signed on behalf of the City of Akron: 



Signature Date 

Name Title 

Signed on behalf of the Unify Akron, an initiative of the People of Akron and Unify America : 

Signature Date 

Name Title 
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